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I hereby ccriHy that Ihls oorrtspondence l9 being transmllte^ by feoalmlle to C«mml88lcnar for 
Patents. P.O. BOK 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. at (571 ) 273-6300. 



luary 4,2007 ^ ^ «^ 



Date: January 4, 20O7 
Srgnaiure: 



Name: Melody Tawdry 



RESPONSE TO RESTICTION REQUIREMENT 

Honorable Connmlssioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir 

This reply is respectfully submitted in response to the Restriction Requirement dated 
October 23, 2006, This reply was previously submitted by facsimile to the USPTO on 
November 20, 2006. However, a copy of this reply has not appeared in the USPTO PAIR 
System. As such, Applicants are submitting this reply for a second time. Also submitted 
herewith is a cxjpy of the USPTO Auto-Reply Facsimile Transmission sheet as evidence that the 
USPTO did indeed receive a copy of this reply on November 20, 2006. 

The Examiner submits that Claims 1-25 and 27-39 are generic to the following disclosed 
patentably distinct species: 

1 . the absorbent particulates of part (a); 

2. the surfactants of part (b); 

3. the dispersion stabilizing agents of part (c). 

Applicant is required under 35 USC Section 121 to elect a single disclosed species of 
each component of the composition. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has improperly imposed this claim 
restriction after already performing a detailed search of claims 1 - 39 (see Office Actions dated 
January 12, 2005; July 29. 2005; December 6, 2005; June 13, 2006 shown on the prosecution 
history list attached hereto as Exhibit 1 ). These Office Actions contained claim rejections 
based upon prior art found from the Examiner's search (see Examiner's search list attached 
hereto as Exhibit 2). 

Furthermore, the Office Action dated December 5, 2005 was a Final Office Action. 
MPEP Section 811,02 and 37 CFR Section 1, 142(a) clearly state that a restriction is pnDper at 
any stage of prosecution up to final action . Thus, since Applicants received a Final Office 
Action (dated December 5, 2005) on the n^erits of the application, Applicants respectfully submit 
that a restriction requirement at this time is improper. Applicants further note that the claims 
were not amended at any time after the Final Office Action, thereby eliminating any further basis 
for the Examiner to impose the restriction requirement at this time. (The claims were last 
amended in the Response and Amendment dated October 27, 2005, which was prior to the 
Final Office Action.) 

Lastly, Applicants respectfully note that the Examiner does not seem to have responded 
to Applicants' last Response which was submitted electronically by Applicants on October 12, 
2006, and which included a 1 .1 32 Affidavit from the inventor and Exhibits A - 0. This Response 
was sent in reply to the Non-Final Office Action dated June 13, 2006. 
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Accordingly. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of this restriction requiremenL In 
the event the Examiner fails to do so. Applicants elect with traverse the following species: 

1 . the absorbent particulates of part (a) - urea fomnaldehyde polymer; 

2. the surfactants of part (b) - nonionlc surfactant having the fomiula: 



where n Is 0 or 1 , m is 3 to 20, Is OH or OCH3. R Is C12 to C22 alkyi or phenyl 
or naphthyl optionally substituted by Ci to C10 alkyI groups; 

3. the dispersion stabilizing agents of part (c) - clay compounds. 

Applicants respectfully reserve the right to file the non-elected species In a divisional 
application. 



C.H2n+1 



R(0CH-CH2)rt,R 



Respectfuliy submitted, 



January 4, 2007 



Milliken & Company 

920 Milliken Road 

Post Office Box 1927, M-495 

Spartanburg, SC 29304 




Brenda D. Wentz / 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration Number 48, 643 
Telephone (864) 503-1597 
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